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Dedicated to my Mother:

You gave me the gift of life,
taught me the art of
compassion and instilled in me

a never quit attitude.

I will be forever grateful!
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Hope Quotes

Hold on to your hope as if your life depends on it,
because it does!
Diane L. Broos

If you lose hope, somehow you lose the vitality
that keeps life moving, you lose that courage to
be, that quality that helps you go on in spite of it
all. And so today, I still have a dream.

Martin Luther King Jr.

Practice hope. As hopefulness becomes a habit,
you can achieve a permanently happy spirit.
Norman Vincent Peale

No vision and you perish; No ideal, and you're
lost; Your heart must ever cherish some faith at
any cost. Some hope, some dream to cling to.
Some rainbow in the sky, some melody to sing to.
Some service that is high.

Harriet Du Autermont

Most of the important things in the world have
been accomplished by people who have kept on
trying when there seemed to be no hope at all.
Dale Carnegie

Expect to have hope rekindled. Expect your
prayers to be answered in wondrous ways. The
dry seasons in life do not last. The spring rains
will come again.

Sarah Ban Breathnach

vii



viii



Contents

HOPE QUOLES....coiieieie e vii
Hope TOoPIC INAEX....cieiiiiieeeieeeiee e Xi
AcKnowledgements .........cooerieeiieiciiieee e 1
INtrodUCTION....coiiiii e 5
The Message of Life ......covveeeiiieeeee e 7
GOd IS AIWAYS NEAI.......eiiiiiiieeeieee e 7
Run With A PUIPOSE...ciiiiiiiiiiiee et 14
Heavens APPIauSe ........cccvviiiiiiiiieeecce e 22
Poetry Introduction..........ccccoeveeiiiee e 41
HOPE IS .. e 42
A Poem for You Dear Mother..........cccooiiiiiieiceieeee 43

Courage is YOUr POrtion........cooueiiniiee e
freedom....oceveeecininnenn.

[ L= VT o [0 1= =Y PPN
A NEW YOU ..ottt e e e e snnaneea e
Friendship- A Gift.....
What’s The Reason..

God is Always Near..
In the Night...............
I’'m TalKing 10 YOU. .. c.eiiiiiiiiiiiee e
ONE MOre DAy ...cceeviiiiiiieiieeiieceeee e
Other People....
Rise Up in Him......ccccceeenne

Oh the Games People Play........cccooeveiiiiiiniiiciieceeceeeee 66



RUN YOUIr RACE ...ttt 71
What'’s on the inside of YOU? ......ccevveeeiiiiiiiiieee e, 72
My Prayer ......cccocceevieeneineenne

Grandma'’s Little Man...

From Earth to Heaven: My Mother’s Story................. 75



Hope Topic Index

Courage

Abraham Lincoln and the story of his life.......cccccccveevinennn. 19
An eagle sets his wings
Character cannot be developed in.......cccccevcieeeiiieniicieeenns 19
Character is Doth ........ooeeiiiiii e

Courage is being scared....
Do not fear - 2 KiNgs 6:16 ....cveveeiieee e

Far better it is to dare mighty things .......cccoieeveiiiiiiiieen. 26
Far more courage
Great spirits encountered violent opposition........c..ccceeee. 29
History has demonstrated ..........ccccveveeiiiiiiieieneiieen

If you have ever felt that you can’t go on..
It is not the critic Who counts........cccooocieiiiiiiiice e,
Measure a Man’s SUCCESS .......ccovvieeeirireeiiriee e sieee s
No matter where you are ...
ONE SAW MUA ...t
People who trust the Lord ........oooeviieeeiiiiiiieeee e
Remember your reward! - Hebrews 10:35
Success is Not measured bY .......cocceeeiiieeeiiieeecieee e
The problem is not that........cccoveiiiiiiiieen
Until one is committed
Wait and hope for - Psalm 27:14........ccocoveeiiieeeeeee e

We do not become discouraged - 2 Cor 4:15-18................ 36
We will harvest a good crop if... Galatians 6:9-10............... 35

Dream

All big men are dreamersS......ucoveeceeeeeeeee i sseeeeee s 31
One saw mud
Relate to the story of JOSeph.......cccceevieeicciiii e, 13
To accomplish great things .......ccccvveeeiiiiiiiiee e 26

God is Deliverer and Defender

And so it was with Abraham .........ccccccviiiiiiiiicee 30
Call to Me - Jeremiah 33:3.......cociiiiiiiieiieeeeee e 23
Don’t worry - Matthew 6:25-27

God always comes through - Psalm 126 .......cc.cccceeevieennes 31
God always Makes @ WaY ......ccccueerrueeeriieeeesieeeesieeeesneeesnnes 23
God is Always Near

God is saying - Psalm B3:8......cccceeeiiieiniiieeneee e 8
He backed it to the hilt - Hebrews 6:13-20.........cccccceeveneen. 30



I am God Who = ACtS 17:26.....ccceeeeeiieeeee et 13

If you look to the world ..........cccoeviieiiiiiencieeen. W17
Let us hold fast the confession - Hebrews 10:23................ 13
My kindness shall not depart from you - Isaiah 54:10........ 35
Olympic athlete from Cuba.........cccceeviiiiiiiiiceecee 33
Rejoice not against me - Micah 7:8.................. .15
The Lord is compassionate - Psalm 103:8-12.... .24
The Lord will bless you - Numbers 6:24-26 .... ....29
They called to you for help - Psalm 22:5.........ccoccoeeiiienenne 25
Though | walk in the midst of trouble - Psalm 138:7-8........ 10
Wait and hope for - Psalm 27:14........cccooiiiiiiniiniicecen. 23
Waited patiently for the Lord - Psalm 40:1-2 .. .12
You, Lord, give true peace - Isaiah 26:3-4 ..........ccccevueennee 24
God Made Only One of You

God who began the good work - Philipians 1:6.................. 11

| have carried you since you were - Isaiah 46:3-4. ....10
The easiest thing to be in the world is you............ .29
The thoughts and plans - Jeremiah 29:11 .... ...16

This is what the Lord - Isaiah 44:2..........ccoovveeeeeeeciiieeeeen. 10

God Use Me

And so | say to You - Isaiah 60:7 .......ccceeiiiiiiiiiiniiieeciee 9
And therefore | am fully persuaded that - Psalm 138:8....... 11
Don’t look for shortcuts - Matthew 7:13-14........cccoecveeenees 32
God who began the good work - Philipians 1:6. .1

Heavens Applause .......ccccceveiriieeiieciee e 22
| realized that God existed..... W17
Prayer of Saint Francis of ASSiSi.....ccccccviriieiiiiiiieniiee e 8
Strive to be counted as one of............... R
The real story is that - 2 Corinthians 4:7-9
Waiting on God ......coooviiiiiiiiiierieecceeeeee
We may do those good works - Ephesians 2:10...

What’s important to God .........cccceevviiiiiineeeinenn. ....29
What we dO fOr JESUS .....oviiiiiiiii e 17
Hope

Comfort your hearts - 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 .................. 25

Everything written - Romans 15:4-6..................
God has already spoken - Micah 7:7.....
Hold on to your hope ........ccccevveecnenne
Hope is a powerful force.......ooouuiiiiiiiieieiee s 21

xii



Rejoice in hope - Romans 12:12.........ccoeriiiiiiiiiiieecciees 15
The faithful love of the Lord never ends! - Lam 3:22-25.....25

The source of hope - Romans 15:13.......ccoiiiiiiiiiieeciieeeee 15
Walk a mile in someone else’s shoes....... ....26
You are my hiding place - Psalm 119:114 ........ccooviiiieene 17

In Times Of Trouble

Abraham Lincoln and the story of his life..........cccccviiennen. 19
An eagle sets his Wings .......ccccoevvvriiennnnen. .22
Character cannot be developed in......
Consider it a sheer gift - James 1:2-4... .
History has demonstrated .................. ....20
Measure a man’s success.....
Want to see the sun shine... .
When things go wrong.............. ....35

Why am | so sad? - Psalm 42:5-6..........ccccceevveenieniinnneenen. 24
Kindness

Let’s be honest: Romans 12:3-5........ccoiiiiiinniiieeneee e 8
Lean On Me

Are you tired? Worn out? - Matthew 11:28.........cccceeevieeenne 37
Faith strips the mask........ccccceeiriinicnne. ....18
God has a plan for you - Habakkuk 2:3. ....23
| am asking you to - Colossians 2:7.......cccceeeeieeeinieeeenieeens 9

| have carried you since you were - Isaiah 46:3-4.
It is important for Us........cccoocveriiiieeiiciicceeeen
My grace is - 2 Corinthians 12:9...
Our deepest fear is not................. ... 18
Take the time this day to - Deut 7:9 ... 9

There are some of you who think - Romans 8:5-8................ 9
This is what the Lord - Isaiah 44:2........ccccevviiiiiiiiieiiieeee 10
When you find yourselves weakening - Hebrews 12:1-3....38
Other People

B KING ..t 17

Let no one defraud you - Colossians 2:18a..
You shall love your neighbor.........ccccocciiiiiiiiiniciieecee, 29

Xiii



The Battle Between Your Ears

Consider it a sheer gift - James 1:2-4 ..o 21
I will not fret or have any anxiety - Philippians 4:6.............. 37
That I may know You - Philippians 3:10

xiv



XV






Acknowledgements

My thanks seem brief as I write, however they come
from the deepest part of my heart and overflow to
all of you...

My name may be on the cover, however, I would
be remiss if I didn't make mention and give thanks
from the bottom of my heart to my husband John.
You have given new meaning to our marital vows,
“for better or for worse.” You have encouraged me
through the darkest of days, you have loved me
beyond measure, you have lifted me up when my
strength was gone. You have always supported me
in giving expression to the gifts God has given me.
I will be forever grateful. There is something about
a love that has been tested in the fires and trenches
of life!

Not only have you been my editor, typesetter, cov-
er designer and sound technician, you made this
project possible. You embody the true meaning of a
"Renaissance Man" Thank you!

To my children, all of you: you are the heartbeat




of my life. Through the years you have seen my
strengths and have celebrated them with me. You
have also seen my weaknesses and yet love me un-
conditionally. You are all truly amazing, my life is
richer because of you!

To “Grandma’s Little Man,” Liam: Until you ar-
rived I thought being a Mom was the coolest. I have
to say being a Grandma really rocks my world! You
have taught me to look at the world differently. You
are awesome!

Thanks to my friends and family who have en-
couraged me through the years to step out on my
dreams, the world should have more of you!

Everett your musical accompaniment was awe-
some. You are not only gifted but truly a man who
loves God and walks with Him. One thing I know
for sure is that we both have a big fan club in Heav-
en. Thanks for saying yes and being a part of this
project!

Thanks to Pastor Coulter who has preached the un-
compromising Word that has been the foundation
of my faith in God. Mrs. Coulter it was through
your teaching that I first learned how to pray. I fol-
lowed you into the throne room. My thanks to both
of you.

Finally, my Mom who raised me to face life’s chal-
lenges head on and know that there would always
be a better day. My Mother’s strength of character




and love has shaped me into the person I am to-
day. Life was not always kind to her but it never
changed who she was at the core of her being, a
giver with a heart of compassion that never quit.







Introduction

The reason I created this book is that I want you to
know that you are not here by accident or by hap-
penstance. Your life was created for a purpose, you
are important. You have a reason for being. Part of
your purpose is to take the talents you've been giv-
en and to touch the lives of those around you.

You may feel this day that there is no purpose for
your life, that you don’t make a difference. Perhaps
today you feel that the world would be a better
place without you.

The real truth is that without you there would be a
vacancy, a void in the universe, a gap that only you
can fill. You are here for such a time as this. Some-
times it is only in the midst of circumstances, in a
pit of pain, or being lost in the wilderness, that we
find out who and what we are truly made of. God
has a reason for everything He has created, so no
matter what the circumstances were around your
birth, You are not an accident or a mistake.

My desire is to encourage you today as you read




through these pages. I want you to appreciate your-
self for who you are, and I want to entice you to
come up to a higher level in that knowledge.

Relax, fill up your mind and your heart with these
words of encouragement, let these words of hope
wash over you and may a new passion for your life
be the end result.

No matter what your life has been like up to this
point, or whether you once had a zest for life but
due to circumstances you have lost your way, there
is waiting for you a brighter day.

I know the pain of which I write, I have been there
and so it was during one of these times that the
poem on the next page was written. I pray it will
help you as it has me over the years.






